There's Only One Way to Ease It
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N EVERY culture, language, and
nation, people have an inexpressible craving for something more
than they already possess. The
things of the world do not satisfy
their longing. They seek for more, yet
no matter what they acquire, the
houses they build, the cars they
drive, the relationships they enjoy—
something's missing, always.
Why?
Because the Lord has placed in
all of us a void that He alone can fill.
He is pleading with us to seek for
those things that alone can give
peace and rest—the grace of
Hashem, thejoy of holiness. Through
influences seen and unseen, the Lord
is constantiy at work to attract us
from the unsatisfying pleasures of sin
to the infinite blessings that may be
ours in Him. To all these souls, who
are vainly seeking to drink from the
broken cisterns of this world, He
cries: "Whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be delivered"
(Joel 2:32).
You who long for something better
than this world should recognize
this longing as the voice of God to
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your soul. Ask Him to reveal Himself
to you in infinite love His perfect
purity. One ray of the glory of God,
one gleam of the purity of Hashem
penetrating the soul makes every
spot of defilement painfully distinct,
and lays bare the deformity and
defects of the human character. It
makes apparent the unhallowed
desires, the infidelity of the heart,
the emptiness of life without the
knowledge of God. The sinner's acts
of disloyalty in making void the written Torah of God are exposed to his
sight and his spirit is stricken and
afflicted under the searching influence of God. He loathes himself as
he views the pure, spotless character
ofHashem.
When the prophet Daniel beheld
the glory surrounding the heavenly
messenger that was sent unto him,
he was overwhelmed with a sense of
his own weakness and imperfection.
Describing the effect of the powerful
scene, he says, "There remained no
strength in me: for my comeliness
was turned in me into corruption,
and I retained no strength" (JJaniel
10:8). The soul thus touched will

hate its selfishness, abhor its selflove, and will seek, through
Hashem's righteousness, for the
purity of heart that is in harmony
with the written Torah of God and
His character. Here alone he will
find the satisfaction he craves.
God does not regard all sins as of
equal magnitude; there are degrees
of guilt in His estimation, as well as
in that of man; but however trifling
this or that wrong act may seem in
the eyes of men, no sin is small in
the sight of God. Man's judgment is
partial, imperfect; but God estimates
all things as they really are. The
drunkard is despised and is told
that his sin will exclude him from
heaven; while pride, selfishness, and
covetousnesstoooften go unrebuked.
But these sins are especially offensive to God; for they are contrary to
the benevolence of His character.
He who falls into some of the grosser
sins may feel a sense of his shame
and poverty and his need of the
grace of Hashem; but pride feels no
need, and so it closes the heart
against God and the infinite blessings He gives, and thus is left to shallow pursuits that can never fill the
void within.
If you see your sinfulness, do not
wait to make yourself better. How
many there are who think they are
not good enough to come to Hashem.
Do you expect to become better
through your own efforts? "Can the
Ethiopian change his skin, or the
leopard his spots? then may ye also
do good, that are accustomed to do
evil" (Jeremiah 13:23). There is help
for us only in God. We must not wait
for stronger persuasions, for better
opportunities, or for holier tempers.
We can do nothing of ourselves. We
must come to the Lord just as we
ate.
Beware of procrastination. Do not
put off the work of forsaking your
sins and seeking purity of heart.
Here is where thousands upon thousands have erred to their eternal
loss. There's no need to dwell upon
the shortness and uncertainty of life;
but there is a terrible danger—a danger not sufflciendy understood—in
delaying to yield to the pleading
voice of God, in choosing to live in
sin; for such this delay really is. Sin,
however small it may be esteemed,
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can be indulged in only at the peril of
infinite loss. What we do not overcome will overcome us and work out
our destruction
Every act of transgression, every
neglect or rejection of the grace of
Hashem, is reacting upon yourself; it
is hardening the heart, depraving
the will, benurnbing the understanding, and not only making you less
inclined to yield, but less capable of
yielding, to the tender pleading of
God.
Many are quieting a troubled conscience with the thought that they
can change a course of evil when
they choose; that they can trifle with
the invitations of mercy, and yet be
again and again impressed. They
think that after doing despite to
God's grace, after casting their influence on the side of evil, in a moment
of terrible extremity they can change
their course. But this is not so easily
done. The experience, the education,
of a lifetime, has so thoroughly
molded the character that few then
desire to receive the image of
Hashem.
Even one wrong trait of character,
one sinful desire, persistently cherished, will eventually neutralize all
the power of God in our lives. Every
sinful indulgence strengthens the
soul's aversion to God. The man who
manifests an infidel hardihood, or a
stolid ^difference to divine truth, is
butreapingthe harvest of that which
he has himself sown. In all the
Tenach no more fearful warning
against trifling with evil exists than
the words that the sinner "shall be

holden with the cords of his sins"
(Proverbs 5:22).
The Lord is ready to free us from
sin, but He does not force the will;
and ifby persistent transgression the
will itself is wholly bent on evil, and
we do not desire to be set free, if we
will not accept His grace, what more;
can He do? We have destroyed ourselves by our determinedrejectionof
His love.
"Man looks on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on
the heart"—the human heart, with
its conflicting emotions of joy and sorrow; the wandering, wayward heart,
which is the abode of much impurity
and deceit; the aching heart, longing
for something better. He knows its
motives, its very intents and purposes. Go to Him with your soul all
stained as it is. like the psalmist,
throw its chambers open to the allseeing eye, exclaiming, "Search me,
O God, and know my heart try me,
and knowr my thoughts: and see if
there be any wicked way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting"
(Psalm 139:23,24).
Many accept an intellectual religion, a form of godliness, when the
heart is not cleansed. Let it be your
prayer, "Create in me a clean heart,
O God; and renew a right spirit within me" (Psalm 51:10). Deal truly
with your own soul. Be as earnest, as
persistent as you would be if your
mortal life were at stake. Seek God
more diligently than you would any
earthly goal. This is a matter to be
settled between God and your own
soul, settled for eternity. A supposed
hope, and nothing more, will prove
your ruin.
Study God's Tenach prayerfully.
That Word presents before you, in
the Torah of God, the great principles of holiness. It convicts of sin; it
plainly reveals the way of salvation,
the way of fulfillment Give heed to it
as the voice of God speaking to your
soul. Through tt, you will come to a
deeper knowledge of the Lord, who
alone can satisfy the longings of your
being. He alone can fill the gap that
all the money, loves, and material
possessions never can. He alone can
soothe the tremors of your conscience, andfillthe gap that all men
without Him carry wtithin their
hearts. •
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